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BEAR BAT1

BRING BIG BEARS TO YOUR SITE WITH THIS MINIMALIST APPROACH  +om anmsmone

W e 5T Ay S8 Simple, thére's a lat arcound the areg. as you aren't mak
Lirategy to baiting bears, and how Ing as many trips (o the bait site as
: o About it can greathy affect your with traditiornal Baiting This maans
1 s relatively ca 255 time, effort, and fuel coxt
Ul Lt Feec) 1O Ordyw Dears in, but T, 1AL Eyery week ar twio
EBELR o LEE DI Ofies [f CNTE A during I learfmned this method from
I I LAEEC & 5 ITOF® Carp Andrew Romu of

& method increases daylight Guide Service (www.bwgs.col, who
[verdm CRIVILY and allows you to put runs a bear outfitting operation. He
1L significant amowunt of bait so picked it upyears back from a friend
that you can stay away longer. The in Manitoba. (Check out my spring beay
asult is tha &y 1 more al ease Bunt with Romy on pore 58.)

THE SET-UP '
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Lrse shoef barrels. Bears
S ey Pear ip Tve Boles
,.-’ iy plashic barrels (n mo
tinre, gspeciaily with
e _-_' the leverage they gel 25
= the bareols are solialy
; "'ﬁ affimed o Mogs.
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Hounodary Walors

Cuit & & & Imely hahed sfhoul 14 of
e way upasch barcel, Thege
smali apenings alfow bears

Foi bpBne Corm odil B &aF, banf
Hieey can’t gporge Mhemisver,
ar ke ball yway from the
S0 Even seiih finls melilmal
aeceEs, bears are able fo clean
the barre! out, reachivg the
deapisl carmers af the barrel,

Sat the barrels on M-in

Spcured fo the free

. # willth larege 5
ﬂgbw:: andier heawvy o o

Tools/equipment

« Splkes/lag bolts

» Steel barrels (ideally two welde
oEether)

= Chainsaw (and safety gear)

= Chain (and screwsfbolts to attach i

The set-up

Suspend two loge harizantally a fo
ar mare off the ground, Betvween $yv
trees. The trees should be spaced |
enough apart o accomrmodate 1w
barrels. Set two 45-gallon drurms
the logs and secure them with <t

Wrap the clhain
dfoirnd Hvae
barrely snd the
togs. Secure i
o the barrel
willhs Balts.

ch diame ter logs

Bty straps,



YET BIFTRIR ievEr

cellular Braal

On the bears and pet
an idea when baig i<
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loaded into two barrels, and topped
malasses or old grease. While baits ik
‘and bread can be effective, they can

INg sea wWith a
tictle Bit of effort and
preparation, this ¢
be o grear,
bear-baiting

‘and simplicity, corn is an ideal hig
bair. It works very well with this system, and
the bears will lick the barrels clean

B 42
The regs

During the spring and fall black bear
seasons, bait may not be placed for the
purpose of bear hunting:

*within 500 metres of a dwelling, unless
Written pE‘l’l‘ﬂJEEinn 1= abtained from the
awner of the dwelling.

*within 500 metres of a public building.
within 200 metres of a right of way
fior public vehicular traffic or a sign-
pasted/marked recreational trail tha
Is established and maintained by an
arganization for the general public
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A BOW HUNT FOR
SPRING BEAR
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GETTING THERE
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That cught 1o work,” sakd Andrgw
Bamu as we stepped back Lo admire
thve §mipe ot Brush Blind. We'd made

alast-minute adjustrhent to our hunting plans and
switched bo a new bait site that had seen a ser
aus increasa in bear activity Mo tree stand had
hoen installed yel, S0 We decided o Fsert frarm
rhe around, and had Bulgar el ahskter 1 yards
Fram the bakt

| WS o Pt g wiith friend and beEar autfitEer
Romu, of Bourndary Wwaler Gulde ServiceE on the
wictoria Day weekend, Romu is a Bear Managamaent
Area operator South +f Thunder Bay, jusk nod th o
P Minnesota border wiho offérs ;;;._--!:-:I humts for
boar and wall, and fishing trips Hie operates ot
of a classic bog cabin that was built by his fatherin
v from white pine he hareited and gawed. This
was once the family homestead, and is now Lhe
hunt camp, offering Mooging and excellent home-
cooked fare for up to seven guests. With same

':..I —
7 S

i -
-

madern additiane and -.1|1'IE1'|“|¢'5. ¥'s 8 j-_|1:.l:l

tirg for & hiant

Back on stand
On aur first afternoam W Hfﬂ'l.'l'ﬂd Bt to chack

baits and found If.l.'l'::'d fear acthvity S EvErYy S1ani
This Sriow had ._,-,H.”“qu.appirared.nl{! B air s v er
hungry, showing up iy daylight 3t moaLSite s, Hamu
says activity traditionaly ramps up Inearly |

fer late May things loaked promising.

Back at camp, We fired up the sauna and
cleaned up and sceni-free for the evening hun
We toak the truck a8 FaT a5 Wi cauld, unloadedt
ATV far the rogh stuff, and sralkesd im the Ay Fey
hauimidired v s,

Thie hait sibe wWas tucked INLo & plamnted pin
plantation and the irsil camera revealed that ai
impressively large bear had freguented i, Het
recently shown ugs and wasn't & regular daylght v
itor. bul it was wortha shot Ve spent the evening
in the plantatian, and Jithaugh we d dn't see abea
it was great to be in the stand with bxow in hand

rhe next morning, wedecided to try anothe



ation that offered a trape stand
wilthiin & mature cedar fer
, The knotted roots of the aig
ars ran across a thick carper of
ass, with little undergrowih oo
Bscure our view. IT was a groar
oking spot backed up by trail
mera plcs of bear activity. We
t until the bugs chased us ot of
e stand,

akeshift ground blind
Jater that morning, with tempera-
res warming and the sun shin-
Ing, we ventured out again to check
‘balts and pick a different location
or our evening hunt, This time,
we settled on the new site that
had been hammered by multiple
bears, but didn't have a tree stand.
Wanting ta limit disturbance at the
slte, we S6t ta wark cutting small
spruce and pine boughs, and cre-
ated a three-sided brush wall with
a small shoating hole, Satisfied that
itwould conceal us from a bear, we
headed back to the cabin to fill our
bellies and prepare for the hunt,
By mid-afternoon we were
ereeping back into our makeshift
blind. It was immediately appar-
ent that something had recently
visited, and sure enough, a quick
check of the trail camera revealed
a bear had just bean at the bait,
likely about the same time we'd
begun our walk if.

With aptimism high, we satiied
i behind our weall of brush

Short wait
I-H'-"IIL- Ramu whispered as ke
looked over my shoulder at the
trail beyond our sel-up. But as
Quickly as it appeared it vanished,
melting back into the bareal for
3L, | didn't mose, hoping it would
retwrm. Arnd it wasn't long befare |
f.i:luh:J see a black shape approach
ing through the underbrush, The
bear cautiously made its way out
and started {EE’Ij"'IH, 1"3"”3 down
under the balt barrel, forcing me
to settle my nerves and wait for a
shiot. For the next 15 minutes, we
watched the bruin feed and mill
about, never presenting a shot. He
was standing. laying, or moving,
afvel never stood broadside. It was
a greal lpoking bear, with a sleek
amd sillky jet-black coat.

when the bear climbed up
onto the logs that were hold
ing the bait barrels, | drew, and
waited at full draw for over a min-
ute. Eventually, he stood broad-
side and | released the arrow. It
hit home and he karrelled off inta
the timber, shaking the trees as he
callapsed with a crash in view of
ghe stand. After giving him Some
pime, we emerged from the blind
o claim my spring bear

with plenty of daylight left, we
tmﬂed it oibo the ATV and headed
back to camp. whére we llji'L'EEEd
and skinned the animal hefore
starting dinner and heating up
the sauna. ;

It was miy first time haryesting
a spring bear, and after a long cold
winter it sure felt great to get back
in the stand. &

ACCOMMODATIONS

Oirive-to makn lodge with
prapane fridge, stove, hat wated
woodsiowe, and saund.

CONTACT !
Boundary Waters Gubde Service
Andlrew Romu, B44-935-3080, Infostg,
wrw. bwigs.ca

In case you missed it .
Check out more of Andrew Rﬂi;;
tips on bear baiting, &n page 36.

AC HYBRID"
Gold or genuine silver blades

AC1,3 45
3 Sizes
B Colours

« Interchangeable hook
« Strike triggering egg
« Classic Aglia blade

« Comet body
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